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Wit From Will Rogers  
 

There are 3 kinds of 
men: the ones that 
learn by reading; the 
few who learn by 
observation; the rest of 
them have to pee on 
the electric fence to 
f i n d  o u t  f o r 
themselves. 
 
After eating an entire 
bull, the mountain lion 
felt so good he started 
roaring.  He kept it up 
until a hunter came 
along and shot him.  
The moral: when 
youôre full of bull, keep 
your mouth shut. 

Countdown Starts for 2012 Reunion  

 
 

   The countdown has started with former class / student council officers stepping up and 
agreeing to chair the 50th Reunion.  Gaye Doubledee Frey (SC Secretary), came from OH to 
meet with the group and explain her ideas for Programs & Entertainment.  Sue Ann Parkman 
Haynes (Class Treasurer) and Carol Luther Williamson (Class Secretary-via long-distance call 
during the meeting), will be the Co-Coordinating Chairwomen for the Event.  Dick Mueller (SC 
Vice-Pres.) has said the ladies can count on his help and support.  They, along with other officers 
and local classmates will be busy starting a campaign to contact everyone, set up reservations, 
and secure all the necessary items for making this reunion uniquely special.  Tentative plans 
include a Saturday night dinner-dance, a gathering of some sort for those in town on Friday night, 
and other activities still being decided.  The date will be  October 6, 2012. The estimated cost at 
this time is $75/person for the dinner-dance.  There will be fund-raising activities to help with 
expenses. (See other articles about these ideas.)  If you wish to pre-pay (it helps cover expenses 
that must be paid in advance) then mail your check to Gary Rohrs, Rohrs & Associates,  PO 
Box 479 Independence, MO 64051 -0479.  (Make check payable to Gary Rohrs...easier to 
deposit.)  We want to give a big thank you to Tom Holzbaur for a donation to the reunion to help 
us cover the first deposit! 
 
   There were about 35 at the Friday lunch, all eager to hear what Sue Ann and Gaye had to 
present.  One decision was to ask all of you to let us know, tentatively, if you think you will be 
planning on attending the reunion.  We need to have some idea of numbers in order to decide 
how big a room we need for the dinner-dance, to set catering guidelines, etc.  The more we 
have, the less expensive the charges, so we hope for a HUGE turnout of all of you!!  Please 
email a commitment (not in blood) if you plan to attend to Chris  Fullerton Jones at 
chj29er@comcast.net by 4-8-11. 
                                                      PHOTOS OF THOSE AT LUNCH  

Cliff & Mary Garrison Marriott 
Sue talking Andy Kinne into 

being in charge of the music. Bob & Peg Mulhearn Thornhill 
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Friday Lunch Launches Reunion  

(More pictures of those attending...)  

 

 

Marie Arnone Horton & 

Alversia Brown Pettigrew 

discuss the fund-raiser 

chaired by Marie. 

  Andy & Linda Kinne. 

Eva Casper Pontalion & Ed Harter Craig Mitcheltree 

Carol Streeter Ware 

without hubby Frank 

who was golfing. 

Bob Jones & Bob 

Thornhill discuss Bob 

Tôs donation to the 

cause. 

Al & Debbie Tryon Krawl 

Bill Newton came 

in his wheelchair 

straight from the 

rehab center.  

Didnôt want to miss 

anything going on! 

Now thatôs real 

Bear Spirit!! 

Jackie Brewer Jewell 

Gary Rohrs will 

still be our 

Treasury Chair. 

Gaye got hubby, 

George, to take off 

work to come with 

her. 

Fay Price Villars 

Larry Chambers 

from Class of ó63 

Stewart Totty and Janet 

Sutton Case 

Vera Athey Kramer 

was a first timer and 

we were all delighted 

to see her again.  

She looks great! 

Sue Reiff 

Woods to left 

and Judy 

Magee Kane 

to the right. 

Karl & Carita Evans 

   Ken Turnbow 

Sandy Phillips Ollar 

c a m e  f r o m 

Columbia , MO to 

see all of us.  We 

hope sheôll come 

back often.  Only a 2 

hour drive! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Many birthdays 
this month, but where is your name? 
Please send your birth date to Chris 
Fullerton Jones for inclusion. 

 
April Birthday Honorees are : 

 
4ðApril Briscoe Hudson  

Saginaw, MI 
No email 

 
8ðDon Peattie 

Kansas City, MO 
imclainsbakery@kc.rr.com 

 
9ðCathy Marten Holmes 

Independence, MO 
imteccathy@aol.com 

 
13ðStewart Totty 
Independence, MO 

setotty@comcast.net 
& 

Duane Wheaton 
Independence, MO 

ndwheaton@comcast.net 
 

14ðKen Fensom 
Warsaw, MO 

No email 
 

16ðJackie Brewer Jewell 
Independence, MO 

jjewell@prattlegal.com 
& 

Judy Paxton Rea 
Kansas City, MO 

judyrea@kc.rr.com 
 

19ðJudy Ripple Yealy 
Loveland, CO 

No email 
 

20ðMike Shallenbergar 
Kansas City, MO 

No email 
 

25ðAlexis Petrovic Brockett 
Blue Springs, MO 

alexislb44@yahoo.com 

WHEN IS YOUR 

BIRTHDAY?  

ñBYTESò FROM CLASSMATES  
HERE AND AWAY  

 

******************************************* 

************************************************ 

************************************************ 

     Ron Blank, now living in Edgewood, 

FL writes:  ñI am fine and enjoying our 

82+ degrees.  Been playing lots of 

golf and riding around with my 

convertible top down.  Hope your 

weather improves real soon.  You 

certainly have had your share of 

terrible weather.  My girlfriend and I 

are flying to Hawaii on the 30th of 

April and cruising back to Vancouver 

on a 13 day trip.  We have another 14 

day cruise scheduled in Mid-October 

leaving from Quebec and going 

through the St. Lawrence sea way 

and Prince Edward Islands and back 

down along the East Coast to Ft. 

Lauderdale.  Sure glad I have my 

military retirement coming in each 

month.  As you can see I love to 

cruise.  I would love to go on 2-3 per 

year.ò 

Ed: Remember to send us pictures!! 

   Another small world story comes from 

Nancy Wade Panting.  ñMy mom lived on 

West College and she told me Patricia 

Garrett lived just down the street a couple 

of doors from her.  I never saw Pat when I 

was visiting as Mom kept me busy when I 

was there.  Mom lived 4 or 5 houses  from 

the West College Community of Christ 

Church and Pat would have lived a house 

or two  from that.  It seems that Mom said 

Pat worked at a school but donôt hold me 

to that.  Hope this is of some help. (Ed.:  

Anyone a neighbor of Pat?) 

   Nancy also asks:  ñAnyone have photos 

of DeKalb School, McCoy, Palmer Jr., the 

Old Chrisman and the new Chrisman and 

if so could you send me copies via email 

to  nj44p@shaw.ca ?  I am trying to write 

a book about myself so my grandchildren 

will know more about me and my life.  

Being a stepmom, my family doesnôt really 

know my history and now that their father 

has died I want my grandchildren to know 

more about me.  In all my moving around 

the USA and Canada I donôt have these 

any more. 

 

   This past month we sent a note 

about Carolyn Golden Stout being 

at the Golden Living Retirement 

home.  The news came from Karen 

S c h u p b a c h  C u l l u m  w h o 

commented that the world is a small 

place.  After her mother died, she 

decided to sell the house where she 

grew up near 39th & Lynn as a rent-

to-own.  The nurse who bought it 

from Karen works at the retirement 

home and said while visiting with a 

patient  the TV was reporting a 

broken water pipe near that 

intersection.  She casually 

mentioned that was where she was 

buying a house. The patient was 

Carolyn, who said she knew a girl 

who used to live there, Karen.  

They talked about the house and 

how Carol used to go there often.  

Linda let Karen know about Carolyn 

and now we all know where she is! 

   Gary Queen writes a correction.  He 

is NOT retired, but still a missionary, 

just moving to Monterrey, Mexico.  He 

teaches in a Christian University and 

oversees a ñmission churchò.  He asks 

for continued prayers for them in the 

drug embattled area of Mexico where 

they are.  

   Another correction comes from Linda 

Willard Wagener.  We had listed 

Georgeôs birthday as March 8th, but 

actually it was March 6th.  We wouldnôt 

want George to have to wait an extra 

two days for his ice cream, cake and 

presents! 
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ñBYTESò FROM CLASSMATES,  
HERE AND AWAY, ...cont.  

 

 

 

   John Haldeman reports that Bonnie 

(Wikke, class of ó64) has had her 2nd 

knee replacement and that is dominating 

their life right now what with all the rehab 

schedules and at home exercising.  We 

all wish her well from here! 

*********************************************** 

   Also recuperating from knee 

replacement is Judy Magee Kane.  Judy 

is back driving (though she accelerates 

with one foot and brakes with the other 

still) and running all over town.  A second 

one looms on the horizon for her, too, 

once she finishes therapy on this one.  

Sheôs busy with several community 

clubs, 2 book clubs and a quilting group.  

Just canôt keep her down for long! 

 *********************************************** 

   Diane Sharon Cope sent the 

following:  ñJust a BIG, BIG thank you 

for all your awesome cards and 

prayers!  I have my long-time honey 

home, and he is doing very, very well.  

Jerry came home from rehab (March 

3rd) after only a week in intense 

rehabilitation.  This is a lot shorter than 

the physicians had anticipated.  He is 

so anxious to get on with life and has 

always been a fighter.  So many 

prayers have been said for him, and 

we know they are a huge part of his 

early recovery.  We can hardly wait for 

the Big 50 Reunion next year!!!! 

 

REUNION HELP REQUEST 

   As we gear up for the 50th 

Reunion, anyone who wants to help 

with it is welcome.  Call or email Sue 

Parkman Haynes: 913-649-3756 or 

spdhaynes@att.net or Carol Luther 

Will iamson: 417-887-1466 or 

carolwmson@sbcglobal.net.  We 

need you all!! 

********************************************************************************************* 

*********************************************** 

   An official looking post office, plus 

Postmistress Janet Dickey and 

Customer Tommy Dowden, made 

education in Columbian schoolôs 

second grade quite entertaining.  This 

is a project that involves English 

(letter writing), art (how to make 

mailboxes out of colored paper), and 

arithmetic (how much change a 

customer should receive when he 

purchases stamps).   

   Sent to News Bytes by Tom 

Dowden, this was originally published 

in the Independence Daily News.  The 

accompanying story is below. 

Competition for the U.S. Mails 

   The U.S. government may not know about it, but Columbian schoolôs 
second grade has set up a post office.  The youngsters in Mrs. Jean Drayôs 
class are developing a fine business responsibility in that post office. 
   The project combines more than business, however.  The pupils learn how 
to write letters as an English project, they cut out colored paper to make 
mailboxes. 
   Then, since they need money, they used their artistic talents to make 
billfolds.  Somebody thought of metal money, so that took care of the finance.  
They added stamp-size pieces of paper and ðprestoða busy post office. 
   Miss Janet Dickey has been acting as post mistress most of the time.  She 
has a postmanôs hat to make her position more official.  The rest of the 
children are customers.  Theyôre very good ones, too, Mrs. Ella Lane, the 
principal, said.  Each one knows just how much change he should receive 
when he buys a stamp. 
   This is one of the many entertaining and education projects Mrs. Day 
brought with her from Columbia University where she took a refresher 
teaching course last summer. 

 

   Carol Streeter Ware had shoulder surgery on March 24th.  She writes:  My 

surgery went very well yesterday.  It was not my rotator cuff but my Biflex.  The 

recovery will be much faster and I am very glad about that.  I am in a sling and the 

positive cold water flow machine.  They did a nerve block in my neck and a for 

awhile my vocal cords didnôt work, but they came back by 2 PM, my shoulder and 

arm are still numb and useless, but my fingers are starting to move.  They said 

about 24 hours for them to work.  Frank is taking good care of me.  My sister is 

bringing me lunch today, so life is good.  Not bad (writing) for one hand, huh?   

Ed: We know Carol is eager to be back on that golf course and we all wish her a 

speedy recovery!  Sheôs at home if anyone wants to call her and visit with her as 

she recovers.  Her phone is:  816-331-8531 and email is: cware@kc.rr.com.  
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DO YOU REMEMBER???? 
Teacher, a Father -to -Be, Is Feted by Cafeteria Charges  

Submitted by Tom Dowden/ From The Daily News ) 

   Teenage òtoughiesó are òsoftening upó at William Chrisman Division II.  Monday afternoon the 

school cafeteria was the scene of a baby shower given in honor of John Freytag , mechanical 

drawing teacher and cafeteria òwardenó. 

   The event took place during the third lunch period and gifts were given by members of his 

most mischievous lunch table.  Among the gifts were a rattle, a doll, a pacifier, a pair of baby 

shoes, and many other items.  

   While the guest of honor was busily engaged in opening the gifts, the students serenaded 

him with a song, composed especially for the occasion by Ken Morford, one of the pupils.  The 

song, òThe Ballad of the Cafeteria Convictsó follows: 
  

 

 

 

Faithful and truehearted, 
   We will cheer our lunch-time host. 
Weôll pursue him and subdue him,  
   Itôs success weôll loudly boast. 
Weôll sneak into the lunch-line, 
   óRound our table we will crowd, 
His patience teaming, his temper     
 steaming, 
How he will lecture us, for talking  
 much too loud. 
 
Joyous and ever loyal, 
   We will cheer our lunch-time host. 
He is the great guy, sometimes irate guy, 
   Who we all think is the most. 
  

If we canôt please him, 
   Then weôll tease him, 
For his cause we will shed a tear, 
   Then, united, we will bother him  
 the entire year! 
 
 
Oh, Mr. Freytag, please forgive us,  
   For the way we act at noon. 
Though we upset you, we don't forget you, 
   When we have our fork and spoon. 
Now we salute you, not execute you, 
   For the hardships that you assume. 
We hope youôll always be the warden of 
 our old lunch room! 

    

The table, designed to seat eight, is occupied daily by the following 12 people:  Jackie Boetjer, 

Claudia Bushey, Janet Dickey, Cecile Jett, Carol Luther, Dennis Crull, Alan Crute, Tom Dowden, 

Jim Grumman, Dick King, John Newhouse, and Ken Morford.  

   Tuesday, Freytag presented all givers with thank -you notes, reminding them that any further 

disturbances would leave him no choice but to bar all offenders from the cafeteria for a 

period of no less than five days.  



Page 6 BEAR BYTES NEWSLETTER  

 In the third book in the Walt Williams Mystery Comedy 
Series, Lady Justice Gets Leiôd, we follow a twisting trail of 
murder from Waltôs Kansas City base to the beautiful 
Hawaiian Islands.   

Maggie and Walt are officially engaged, but each has doubts 
about starting marital bliss for the first time at their age (mid-
60s).  It's not easy to give up the independence of one's own 
style of living in order to accommodate another's.  As they 
secretly question themselves, fate intervenes.  After a near 
death experience in KC, Walt and Maggie decide they do 
want to be together forever, however long that may be, and 
they head to Hawaii with Willie and Mary along as their 
attendants, for a dream wedding in an area made famous by 
Elvis in the movie Blue Hawaii.   

Of course, nothing moves smoothly.  Two Hawaiians 
murdered in Kansas City seem to have connections to the 
political zealots who want to return the island to its native 
inhabitants and secede from the USA. The remodeling of 
Walt's apartment uncovers a skeleton and he must fly home 
just before his wedding date.  Walt's father reappears in his 
life after being kicked out of his retirement community for 
lewd and lascivious behavior and wastes no time taking up 
with one of Walt's senior lady tenants.  All provide excitement 
and a rich background for Walt's style of humor.   

And the conclusion?  Well, let's just say that Walt channeled 
his best Indiana Jones  to help Maggie and him escape from 
a cave in the cliffs over the ocean and to rescue Willie from 
burning to death in the sugar cane fields.  A fun read! 

Go to Bobôs website to order: http://www.BooksByBob.com. 

(Full review on http://www.Amazon.com)  Special Deal 

Below  

BOOK REVIEW  

 BOOK SALE FUNDRAISER  . 

  We were looking for ways to raise funds to help with 

Reunion expenses and up steps Bob Thornhill, husband 

of Peggy Mulhearn Thornhill.  As you know, Bob is an 

author.  He has offered to make a 50% donation to the 

Reunion Class Fund for every book that a Chrisman 

classmate purchases.  He has a special page on his 

website for Chrisman orders.   

Go to http://booksbybob.com and click on the ñChrismanò 

link on the side.  Independence folk should not order off 

the site as there is a small shipping fee.  He will bring the 

books to the next luncheon for those who want to 

purchase them.  He also gives a discount on the price to 

classmates so be sure to mention that in your email order.  

For questions, call or email him.  What a guy!  We get a 

help for the reunion and a good book in the deal, too!! 

WCHS LOGO-WEAR 
FUNDRAISER 

Marie Arnone Horton, Chairman  

   The Class of ó62 is having a fundraiser to help offset the cost 

of the 50th Reunion.  Weôve decided to sell T-shirts and 

sweatshirts with two outstanding designs. (See below).    

Attached to the newsletter is an order form which you can 

print, complete, fill out and mail with your check to the address 

provided.  Or, you can access the order form from the website 

listed for payment by credit card.  As you can see, we have 

long and short sleeved t-shirts;  crew-neck, pullover hooded & 

full zip sweatshirts; and sweat pants.  The shirt colors would 

be Chrisman Blue with Gold lettering; the sweatpants are blue 

plaid. 

   One other option would be a rhinestone bear claw t-shirt, but 

there would need to be a dozen ordered before this could be 

done.  Contact Marie if you are interested in this option.  Her 

phone number is:  816-229-0841. Marieôs email is: 

mh100books@comcast.net. . 

   Logo-wear orders will be processed when there are orders 

of 12 or more items. 
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PLEASE HELP US FIND 97 MORE OF US!  

   This is slowly working.  Found one classmate who doesnôt 
want to be found (his loss); now have leads to several others 
that we are checking out.  If you have time, look up people on 
Whitepages.com and if you find a candidate, call them.  We 
need all the help we can get!!  If someone doesnôt have an 
email, explain how easy it is to get one by going to their 
public library where the staff will help them set up a gmail 
account for free. If you know people without email, please 
suggest it as it will allow us to spend our money on more fun 
things for the reunion!  Please let us know if you know where 
our missing classmates are.  We want to find everyone for 
the 50th Reunion!!  Also, if you look on your email list and 
see people without emails and want to contact them, please 
do.  Many now have emails and we need to find those, too.  
Besides, itôs fun talking with old friends!  But allow about 1/2 
hour...it takes a while to catch up!!  Email or call Chris 
Fullerton Jones with what you have found:  
chj29er@comcast.net, 816-461-5419. 

 
Janet AllenðMark BakerðCharles BaldwinðLinda Bales 

Patricia BealsðDavid BeggsðJudy Bell Stokes 
Carol BredehoftðLyle BreedloveðRaymond Brooks 

James CarmichaelðDennis Carr 
Robert ChallbergðDayle Champ 

Mary K. Closson BargeðRobert Cothern 
Kenneth CourtneyðDavid Craig 

Evelyn Dickey BurdenðDarrell DietzðDale Dilley 
Terri Dyer SurfaceðPatricia EtlingðPat Euken 

Mary Frakes ChurchðJewell FurneyðPatricia Garrett 
Sharon George BuroðRonnie GulleyðDonna Hampton 

Gary HandleyðGary L. HansonðConnie Hays Wyatt 
Patricia HinesðMarilyn Hinson ScottðStan Huller 

John JacksonðHarold JohnsonðMarianne Jones Caldwell 
Bruce KeyesðPaul KilpatrickðWilliam LawsonðCarol Loy 

Patricia MannðRalph MarshallðDavid Martin 
Janet Maxwell ShigemuraðNadine Maxwell Richardson 

Edgar McIntoshðJohn McNamaraðAllen Meyer 
Sandra Michael FultzðSandra Oertwig 

Barbara Park StocktonðGeorge ParsonsðFrank Payne 
Raymond PerrenoudðVirginia Polina Macias 

Connie Pulliam CavinessðJames RameyðEdwin Rash 
Dorothea Reed MortonðJames Rehkop 

Patricia Resch JonesðJudith RhoadesðSimon Rivera 
Nancy Rogers BrownðJames RosenquistðLynn Rule 
Michael ShellenbergarðNancy Simmerman Johnson 

Virgil SkaggsðJack SpurrðDick StaffordðJack Stauffer 
William StevensðArthur StevensonðPaula Street Bradley 

Shirley TaylorðPatrick TierneyðJoe Tillotson 
Herbert ValenteðBarbara VandervoortðJohn VanMaele 

Larry WalkerðPeggy WaltermateðJerry Ward 
John H. WhiteðKathy Williams 

Ray WilliamsðJudith WillisðRicky WilsonðStephen Wilson 
Cheryl Winegar JacksðShirley Workmon Nelson 

Gerald WrightðMichiko Yajima 
 
 

KEEP SEARCHING! 
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WCHS SCHOLARSHIP DRIVE  

   The Ohio Bears are busy organizing a scholarship drive.  

As you know, we want to present a scholarship to a 2012 

graduating Bear, and every year thereafter.  We have a good 

start on our fund, but need to increase it.  To that end, a 

collection at the March lunch netted an additional $175.75 for 

it from a free-will offering.  Tom Dowden, Jonatha Hammer 

and Gaye Doubledee will be heading up some fun ways to 

increase these amounts and asked us to tell you to watch 

your mail and email for upcoming announcements.  In the 

meantime, if you want to send a donation to the fund, you 

can send your check to: 

The William Chrisman High School Class of 1962     
     Scholarship Fund 

The School District of Independence Foundation, Inc.  
Coordinator of Development: Allison Kisner 

201 N. Forest Ave. 
Independence, MO 64050 

 
All donations are tax deductible and all amounts are 
welcome. 

 BOLIVIAN HERONSðBEAUTIFUL & FRIENDLY!  

   Joanna Tousley-Escalante sends some pictures of the 

beautiful herons who seemed to want to come in and visit 

her.  Not getting in, they finally stroll away.  Can you believe 

they are so tame? 

Anybody home? 

Let me look. 

Knock, Knock! Guess no oneôs home. 

Yeah, maybe the 

neighbors will be home 

and give us something 

to eat. 


